










Rete exces, cnt curio tory ee Vaiva 
“Purana keeps alive the memory of their degradation. 
is said that when Sani, the Hindu Saturn, failed to 
an elephant's head to the mutilated trunk of 
who had been accidently beheaded by Siva, 
' karma, the celestial artificer, was sent for, and by 
dissection and manipulation he fitted the incong 
parts together, and made a man called Kedara 
from the slices cut off in fashioning his work. 
| Kedara Sena was ordered to fetch a drink of water | 
_ Bhagayati, weary and athirst. Finding on the river's 
bank a shell full of water, he presented it to her, wi 
noticing that a few grains of rice left in it by a p 
had fermented and formed an intoxicating 
- Bhagavati, as soon as she had drunk, became aware of 
‘the fact, and in her anger condemned the offender J) 


Tiquor for mankind. Another story traces their origin | 
a certain Bhaskar or Bhaskar Muni, who was created 





know 
who asked him why he ioaked 
g his difficulty, promised to he 
that he gave him his daughter in 
the: Brahman consented. The di 


ihman kept his word, and the Sondis are the — 
nts of the offspring of his daughter and the — 
The caste is divided into several endogamous — 

s, viz, Bodo Odiya, Madhya kiila, and Sanno — 
The last is said to be made up of aaa 
| 


nts of the two first divisions. id 
‘The Sondis distil liquor from the ippa ( 
rice, and jaggery (crude sugar). There is 
tion that Brahma created the world, and pinched up 
|a point between his eyebrows a little mud, , 
he made a figure, and endowed it with life. 
‘Muni was created, and authorised to distil 
» the ippa flowers, which had hitherto been 


a girl reaches puberty, she is set pe 
within a square enclosure made with four 
together by a thread. Turmeric and 
over her daily, and, on the seventhd 








marriage day, ite contracts Seek go seven ti 
_ round the central post of the pandal, and their hands 
| joined by the presiding Oriya Brahman. They then. 
down, and the sacred fire is raised. The females 
| ing to the bridegroom's party sprinkle them with cing | 
| and rice. On the following day, a Bhondari (barber) | 
cleans the pandal, and draws patterns in it with rice 
_ flour. . A mat is spread, and the couple play with cowry +] 
- shells. ‘These are five in number, and the bridegroom 
holds them tightly in his right hand, while the bride tries _ 
_ towrestthem from him. Ifshe succeeds in so doing, her al 
brothers beat the bridegroom, and make fun of him; | 
if she fails, the bridegroom's sisters beat and make ing 
of her. The bride then takes hold of the cowries, and — 
the same performance is gone through. A basket of i 
“rice is brought, and some of it poured into a vessel, — 
The bridegroom holds a portion of it in his hand, and — 
the bride asks him to put it back. This, after a Tittle 4 
coaxing, he consents to do. These ceremonies are | 
during the next five days. On the seventh 4 
tale small quantities of food are placed on twelve leaves, ‘| 
| twelve Brahmans, who receive a present of money, p 
own, and partake thereof. The marriage of widows — 
and a younger brother may marry the 
elder brother. 
d burned, and death pollution lasts for 


































the ground. The dead man’s 
‘out three times. He is informed t' 
_and asked to come. 

n, but not women, eat animal food. The women — 
‘not partake of the remnants of their husbands’ — 
‘on days on which they eat meat, because, according _ 
je legend, their female ancestor was a Brahman 







Among the Sondis of Ganjam, if a girl does not secure — 

‘a husband before she reaches maturity, she goes through — 

wm of marriage with an old man of the caste, or 

elder sister's husband, and may not marry until 

n with whom she has performed this ceremony dies. 

n the wedding day, the bridegroom is shaved, and | 

| old waist-thread is replaced by a new one. The fer 
monies commence with the worship of Gapésa, and 4 
agree in the main with those of many other Oriya castes, 
The remarriage of widows is permitted. If a widow 
Nad the wife of the first-| ‘born or eldest son in 













; Report, 1881, that “a good deal of lat 
aa Khond proprietors to other castes, 











to my knowledge in which a special trade has decay 
and with the best results, as, had it not been so, there is 
‘no doubt that the Khond population would very soon — 
have degenerated into pure adscript: glebe, and the 
Sundis become the landlords.” | 
It is recorded, in the Gazetteer of the Vizagapatam _ 
district, that “besides ippa (liquor distilled from the — 
blossom of Bassia latifolia), the hill people brew beer — 
“from rice, simai (the millet Panicum mitiare), and ragi 
(Bleusine Coracana). They mash the grain in the 
| ordinary manner, add some more water to it, mix a small _ 
quantity of ferment with it, leave it to ferment three or — 
_ four days, and then strain off the grain. The beer so 
obtained is often highly intoxicating, and different kinds — 
of it go by different names, such as londa, pandiyam, and 
’ maddikallu. The ferment which is used is called the 
saraiya-mandu (spirit drug) or Sondi-mandu (Sondi’s 
_ drug), and can be bought in the weekly market. There | 
are numerous recipes for making it, but the ingredients 
are always jungle roots and barks.* It is sold made up 
into small balls with rice. The actual shop-keepers 
and still-owners in the hills, especially in. the Parvatipur 
Palkonda agencies, are usually immigrants of the 
i caste, a wily class who know exactly how to take 
of the sin which doth so easily beset the 
vand to wheedle from him, in exchange 
drink which he cannot do without, his 
possessions, his crops, and finally hi 
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The result is that, in many ir 
rs are unable to pay in cash or kind, 
the gotis or serfs of the sowcars, for whom 
e to work in return for mere batta (subsi 
), whilst the latter take care to manip 
accounts in such a manner that the debt is never _ 
off. A remarkable instance of this tyranny aa 
ought to my notice a few Pop since. A ryot | 


“fat harness, For the same debt the sowcar (i 
) claimed the services of his son, and he too 
bondage, leaving two small sons aged 13 and 9, 
sievices were also claimed for an alleged a 
Rs. 30 on a debt of Rs. 20 borrowed 50 years back, 
which Rs. 59 in cash had been repaid in addition to tl 
‘perpetual labour of a man for a similar period.’ 
m of goti is firmly established, and, in | 
an elder brother claimed to be able to ple 
mn debts the services of his younger \ 
1 those of the latter's wife. Debts due by pera 
p lity are often collected by the ‘ 
method, which has led to at 
e. They send Ghasis, who 





Bie ina beeches ott age 
meant, he replied that, two years previ 
ed as his wife a woman who belonged 
than his own for a hundred rupees. 


, and had paid it all back except twenty-fi 
Meanwhile his brother was the bondsman 


further recorded, in the Gazetteer Pr 
district, that Dombu (or Domb) 
e their way into the house of some ¥ 
1 (for choice the local Sondi liquor-seller a 
usually the only man worth looting in. 
Silage, and a shark who gets little 
neighbours when forced tu disgorge), tie 
rape the women, and go off with evei 


titles of the Ganjam Sondis are 
Podhano, and Sahu. In the Viza 
their title is said to be Bissoyi. 
‘The Sonkaris are a small class of O 
) makers in Ganjam and Viza ti 
fortes! with the Telugu 





ishti Karnam.—A sub-divisionof Karnam. ’ Th 
Bi fariont, spelt, ¢.g., Sristi, Sishta, Sishti. , 
ishti Karanamalu is said to have been 
ilu, who have raised themselves in life* —_ 
(a place).—Lingayats sometimes use 
waru, or natives of a place, to distinguis 
‘recent settlers, Fins 
ca.—The Stanikas are summed up, 
Census Report, 1901, as being “( a 
servants. They claim to be Brahmans, 
Brahmans do not admit the claim; and, as 
of the caste has declined from 4,650 in 





, namely, collecting flowers, sweeping t 
sot temples, looking after the lamps, clean 

them, however, are landowners and farmers, 

generally Sivites, and wear the sacred thread. 


deities are Venkatramana and Ganapati. 


D 
amins officiate as their priests, but of late 


lucated men of the caste have assumed the prie 
office. The caste has two sub-divisions, viz., Si 
oes and Kumbla. Girls must be married in infi 


Is! 


e almost the same as those of the Kéta Bra 

neither eat flesh nor drink liquor.” It is | 

‘the Manual that the Stanikas are called Shan 
Mukhtesars. But I am informed that at an 

a search the Moktessors or Mukhtesars ( 

n) of a village are assembled, and sign the inq 
t or search list. The Moktessors of any 


be summoned together. Some of the Moktessors | 

e may be Stanikas, In the case of social 

| at caste meetings, the Shanbdg ( 
appointed by the caste would 


and the Moktessor would decide 





5, the privilege of sticking a golden ladle i 
od piled up in the temple, on the Shasti day onslech = 
the new moon in December, is said to have bee 
to the Stanikas. They also brought earth ein 
-hill on the previous day. Food from the 
h are received as sacred articles by d 
visit the sacred shrine, A large number of 


are still attached to temples, where they p 
e duties of cleaning the vessels, washing rice, 
Oked food on the bali pitam (altar stone), ete. 
| placed on the stone is eaten by Stanikas, but not - 
ns. In the Mysore province, a Brahman we 
9 partakes of this food loses her caste, and 


iven as synonyms of Stanika. 
a.—Recorded, at times of c 





and falta (oreaseyt ea h 
The Suddhos who iver 


as 


} te= ‘etc., as titles. The caste has seer CU 


istence in recent times, 
idra,.—The fourth of the traditi i , 
| Sidra Nayars supply the rae servants in 
| houses of Nambitiris. a 
Sidra Kavutiyan.—A name adopted by barbers 
ite ‘shave Nayars, to distinguish them from oth 


i 


we Sudugadueiddha.—The name is derived 
p ‘a burning-ground, In the Mysore Census 
(901, they are described as being “ mendican 
the Jogis, like whom they itinerate. They v 
ce lords of burning-grounds, to whom the K 
Holeya), who takes the cloth of the deceased at 
every dead body burned, paid something 
ng their overlordship.” These people 
J. S. F. Mackenzie,* under the 








on tour collecting burial fees. They can be recog- | 

‘by the wooden bell in addition to the usual metal | 
a which they always carryabout. Without this no one 

E would acknowledge the agent’s right to collect the fees. | 

Sugali—Sugali and Sukali are synonyms of 
~ Lambadi. 

Sugamanchi Balija—A name said to mean the 
best of Balijas, and used as a synonym for Gazula 
 Balija. 
| Sukka (star)—An exogamous sept of Yerukala. 

The equivalent Sikra occurs as a godtra of Oriya 
Kalinjis, 

Silé.—A Canarese name for professional prostitutes. 
Temple dancing-girls object to the name, as being low. 
They call themselves Vésyas or Bésyas, Naiksani, or 

_ Naikini (Naik females). 

Sullokondia.—The highest sub-division of the 
Gaudos, from whose hands Oriya Brahmans will accept ~ 
water. ™ 

Sunar.—See Sonar. Ye | 

Sundarattan.—A sub-division of Nattukéttai Chetti. 

Sundi.—See Sondi. 

Sunkari.—The Sunkari or Sunkara-vandlu are culti- — 
vators, fishermen, and raftsmen in the Godavari district. 
According to the Rev. J. Cain*® they come from Some 
part of the Central Provinces, and are not regarded as 

‘outcasts, as stated in the Central Provinces Gazetteer. 
— Sunna Akki (thin rice),—A family name or bee) 
of Donga Dasari. 

Sunnambukkaran (lime man).—An —— 
natne for Paravas, Paraiyans, and other classes, who F 

| employed as lime (chunam) burners. Susy 
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we . ‘407 sw . te 
shell or; quick-lime, occurs as an exogamous sept’ of | 
Balija. 

Sunnata.—A sub-division of Kurumbas, who ate 
said to make only white blankets. 

Siirakkudi.—A section or kévil (temple) of . 
kOttai Chetti. 9 ba ° 

Siurti.—The name for domestic servants of Euro- 
peans in Bombay, who come from Surat. 

Siirya (the sun).—Recorded as a sept of Domb, 
Kuruba, and Pentiya, and a sub-division of Ambalak- 
karan. The equivalent Suryavamsam (people of the solar 
race) occurs as a sub-division of Razu, and as a synonym 
of the Konda Doras or Konda Kapus, some of whom 
style themselves Raja (= Razu) Kapus or Reddis. 

Siitakulam.—A name by which the Besthas call 
themselves. They claim descent from the Rishi Sata 
Mahamuni. It has been suggested * as probable that the 
Besthas gained the name from their superiority in the 
culinary art, suta meaning cook. 

Sittarlu.—Recorded by the Rev. J. Cain+ as brick- 
layers and masons in the Godavari district. 

Siithala (needle),—An exogamous sept of Kamma. 

Svaripam.—Svaripam has been defined} as “a 
dynasty, usually confined to the four principal dynasties, 
termed the Kdla, Nayaririppu, Perimbadappu, and 
Trippa Svarupam, represented by the Kolatiri or Chirakal 
Rajah, the Zamorin, and the Cochin and Travancore 
Rajahs.” Svaripakkar or Svaripathil, meaning servants 
of syauipams or kingly houses, is an occupational sub- 

division of Nayar. 
\. - Swayi. —A title of Alia, a Kalinji, and other 
| Oriya classes, 
| Manual ofthe North Arcot dict. + Ind, Ant, VITL, 1879, 
eS $ Wigram, Malabar Law and Customs, ‘ 
Ls m 
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‘a very great gnosticus, who had penetrated most — 
0 y into the spirit of scripture,” sailed from — 
ce for Malabar between 180 and 190 A.D. He | 
his arrival “anticipated by some who were 
inted with the Gospel of Mathew, to whom © 
holomew, one of the apostles, had preached, and 
left them the same Gospel in Hebrew, which also 
was preserved until this time. Returning to Alexandria, 
1e presided over the College of Catechumens.” Early 
the third century, St. Hippolytus, Bishop of Portus, | 
also. assigns the conversion of India to the apostle | 
Bartholomew. To Thomas he ascribes Persia and 
ta countries of Central Asia, although he mentions _ 
t —s “a city of India,” as the place where Thomas 
! ddeath. The Rev. J. Hough* ape S| 
indeed highly problematical that Saint Bartho! \ 
ever in India.” It may be remarked that there 
local traditions associating the event with his name) i‘ 
if Saint Bartholomew laboured at all on this ere, ] 


is no reason why the earliest converts of 


: aie ctPantened Mr: Bodie 
that these Indians (who appealed to I 
converts" or children of fora, 








If, in “the) second century, there could Y 
‘children of former converts in India, it is not clear why 
‘the introduction of Christianity to India in the first — 
century, and that by St. Thomas, should be so seriously 

_ questioned and set aside as being a myth, especially in 
view of the weight of the subjoined testimony, associating — 
the work with the name of the apostle, 

Inthe Asiatic Journal (Vol. V1), Mr. Whish refutes the 
assertions made by Mr. Wrede in the Asiatic Researches 
(V6l. VII) that the Christians of Malabar settled in that 
country “during the violent persecution of the sect of 
Nestorius under Theodosius II, or some time after,” 
and says, with reference to the date of the Jewish colonies 
in India, that the Christians of the country were settled 
long anterior to the period mentioned by Mr. Wrede, 
Referring to the acts and journeyings of the apostles, — 

' Dorotheus, Bishop of Tyre (254-313 A.D.), says “the i 

t Apostle Thomas, after having preached the Gospel to 
the Parthians, Medes, Persians, Germanians, Bactrians, 
and Magi, suffered martyrdom at Calamina, a town of | 
India.” It is said that, at the Council of Nice held in 
325 A.D., India was represented by Johannes, Bishop of 
“India Maxima and Persia. St. Gregory of Nazianzen 
(370-392 A.D.), in answering the reproach of his being 

“a stranger, asks “Were not the apostles strangers? 

Granting that Judzea was the country of Peter, w bps 

in common with the Gentiles, Luke with Ac 
on Epirus, John with Ephesus, Thomas with 
with Italy"? St. Jerome (390 A.D.) testi my 
jief in the mission of St. Thomas to _ 
er mentions Calamina as the town where — 
met with his death, « Baronius thinks that, 









the Holy Fathers than that 
| the Gospel in India,” Rufinus, wl 
years in Syria, says that the 
s were brought from India to Edessa. 
travellers of the ninth century, referred. 
assert that St. Thomas died at Mailapur, ; 
ming to modern times, we have several authorities, “ 
fy to the apostolic origin of the Indian Chi i) 
led as apocryphal by Mr. Milne Rae, Sir W. 
r, and others, The historian of the ‘Indii 


by Mr. Milne Rae, accepts his co 
to the apostolic origin. The Romanist Pe 
in their enthusiasm coloured the legends 


writers of modern times, while di 
version, are not agreed as 
that introduced’ Christi 


asserts that the Christians of M 


under Theodosius II, or son 
taleiolpaees nicl 
d towards the end of the 1 





Church in the eighth century, endeared | 
the Christians of Southern India.” [It 
y been stated, with reference to the traditi 
“St. Thomas the apostle who first evang 
‘India, that, “though this tradition is no 
> of disproof than of proof, those authorities 
‘on safer ground, who are content to hold 
was first imported into India by Ne 
dean missionaries from Persia and Mesopo 
wlicoe apostolic zeal between the sixth and twel 
ranged all over Asia, even into Tibet 


| The seat of the Nestorian Patriarchate of 


was at Bagdad, and, as it claimed to be fa 
the Church of St. Thomas, this might 


were in the habit of calling themselves Chri: 
‘Thomas. It is, to say the least, a rema 
that one of the three ancient stone cr 
in India bears an inscription and d 
e stated to resemble those on the cross 


‘ 
there are those who attribute 
5 sea ipeealarie: a dis 
ed to have come to India 





Gone aren, alabar coast, r 
d, sought the assistance o! “the C 
came back with a train of clergymen 
number of Syrians, and worked 
their spiritual condition. He is sa 
two Indian ladies, the disputes of s 
whose children appear, according 
rs, to have given rise to the two names of Nort 
Reabeccstage) and Southerners (Thekku 
distinction which is still jealously kept up. \ 
thorities are, however, divided as to the date of 
, for, while some assign 345 A.D., others g 
. It is just possible that this legend but 1 
, advent of two waves of colonists from 
times, and their settlement in different sti 
jomas Cana was perhaps the leader of th 
tion. The Syrian tradition explains the 
names in a different way, for, according 
foreigners or colonists from Syria ee 


n from See the 
and prestige by refusing to 





‘Kérala, and, in their documents, 
now and again designate themselves 3 
of Mahadévarpattanam. 


ats, however, differ, as will be seen 
m of the subject by Mr. V. Venkayya 


hia Indica.* 
ning the plate of Vira Raghava, Mr, 
as follows. “The subjoined inseri 
| on both sides ofa single copper-plate, y 
ssession of the Syrian Christians at K 
has no seal, but, instead, a conch is e 


n has been previously trans 
Me K Kookel Keloo Nair has also atte 
the , grant} In the translation I have 





ion from the glorious i 
aeercrale: ‘Chakravartin 


i le (we tie) pleased to reside, in 
She conferred the title of Ma nig 


e (also) gave (him the right of) festive ¢ 
pillars, the income that accrues, elk x 
, monopoly of trade, (the right of) proc! 

s, the five musical instruments, a 


day-time, a cloth spread (in front to v 
the royal parasol, the Tel) lr 
with an ornamental arch, and mon 
‘the four quarters. — 5 





Geoe aca) - 
¢ of the villagers of 
We gave (it) with the 
aeborics) of Vénadu and Odunddu. 
she! knowledge (of the authorities) of 
Adu. We gave (it) for the timeys 
the sun shall exist. 
hhand-writing of Séramén-léka-pperun 
Sadeyan, who wrote (this) copper-plate with 
ge of these (witnesses). 
Venkayya adds that “it was supposed b 
that the plate of Vira-Raghava 
cipality of Manigramam, and the Cochin 
m.t The Cochin plates did not 
m, but conferred the honours and pi 
therewith toa Jew named Rabbaa. 


igramam, were bestowed at a nib ri | 
It is just possible that Ravi 1 

by religion. But his name 

in this direction, and there is 





eo ae a 
ung, for his asceticism, orthodoxy, 
On the death of Sisinnius, Pai 


ople, this distinguished preacher of An 


fhikeasclves with speaking of Him 
m.as “born and unborn, God in flesh, life 
Mary, and born of God,” had, long B 
us, begun to tax the genius of ch 
ersies in respect of this double n 


es. Two of the great 
that of Nestorius are a 





this difficult task. But, while vi 
the effectual extinction of all si 
displeasure of the orthodox party by 
though in the most sincerely orthoge t 
st the use of the term Theotokos, that is, ji 
ich, as applied to the Virgin Mary, b h 
0 popular favour, especially amongst th 
nople and Rome. While he himself r 
Virgin as the Mother of Christ, he 
use of the expression Mother of G 
1 as cegite alike “unknown to the 4 


Moreover, in his cxiceictek 
n taken up by Arians and / poll 





inthe time of Justinian, it flo 
,” especially i in Persia and the countries a 
re the churches, since their foundatio 
g the Syrian ritual, discipline, and 
“a strong party, among them the jarcl 
or Babylon, and his suffragan the Metre 
a, with their large following, revered Ne 
martyr, and faithfully and formally ac 


at the Synod of Seleucia in 448 A.D, — 


seem to have spread as far east as’ 


551, Nestorian monks who had longs 
y are said to have brought the eae 3 
Constantinople Cosmos, surn d 
, the Indian traveller, who, in 522 A 





vords=in the person of Christ there " 
uman and the divine, each perfect in it 


and died in exile. Those who would 
to the doctrines declared at Chalcedon ) 
as heretics; they then seceded, and. 
ds gathered themselves around different 
were Syria, Mesopotamia, Asia Minor, 


Armenia, Egypt, and Abyssi 
embraced the Eutychian theory of d 
sole nature in Christ, the humanity 

while the Egyptians and Abyssinians 
ite doctrine of the divinity and h 
cesnipound- ‘nature in Christ, ete 


trace their origin, adopted, | 
doctrines of Nestorius, the 
h the influence of Severus, 





the position of the 


ptt qualifying epithets pronounced by 
the Council of Chalcedon in rey 
the two natures in Christ, they . 
‘ word ¢wo in referring to the same. So far 
re practically at one with the Armenians, for th 
mn the Eutychian doctrine; and a 
for holy orders in the Syrian chu 
other things, to take an oath den 
and his teachers. 


astern Patriarchs in the early, mediaeval, and 
To resume the thread of our 
middle of the fourth century until t 
Portuguese, the Christians of } 
generally applied for 
to one of the Eastern Pat 
‘ian or Jacobite; for, as ob 
“for nearly a thousand 





dogmas. of the church. Dr. Day* 
| of a Jacobite Bishop in India in ¢ 
the year 823 A.D., two Nestorian Bi 
“Mar Aprot, appear to have arrived in } 
‘the command of the Nestorian P: 
They are said to have interviewed 
d through the country, built chur 


the religious affairs of the Syrians. 
w but little of the history of the 1 
nearly six centuries prior to the ar 
in India. We have, howekent 
1¢ pilgrimage of the Bishop of Sherborne 
e of St. Thomas in India about 





ristians under the early ‘Gaps are 
‘ileges granted to them, most pr 


to have enjoyed, among other 1] 
punishing offences committed by the ‘Chr 
ity, who practically followed his lead. A 1 

view of the story of a Christian king ; 

a Christian chief of Udayamperir | 
‘socio-territorial jurisdiction over his fol 
sh, in later times, seems to have been son 


him with territorial sovereignty. We 
late charters of the Jews, that their 
with some such powers. - 
n is made of two Latin Missions in 


al, and their triumphs but 
end of the 15th, and throug 
century, the Nestorian 





. conformity of the Syrians to the fi 
5th century soon disappointed the | 
the Papist apologists. It was the first ci 
ti to intercept all correspondence 
Patriarchs, and several of their Bishops e 
s of their Holy Office.” The Francis« 
n Friars, and the Jesuit Fathers, wo 
ly to win the Malabar Christians over to. 
oman Communion, Towards the beginning of the 
‘ter of the 16th century, the Jesuits built a 
cotta near Cranganir, and founded a coll 


: education of Christian youths, In 1 
was established for the purpose of ins 
in theology, and teaching them the 
and Syriac languages. The dignita 
over the churches, however, refused to 0 
nts trained in the seminary. ee 
quarrel between the Jesuits and the n 





deacon George and a large 
, as the native priests are called; 


n Church. Literature sustained 
at the hands of Menezes, “ for this 


ks written in the Syrian or Chaldzean 
d be collected, not only at the 


-w indifferent ones excepted, he con 
, So that at present neither books 





that he was sent by the Jaco] 
The Portuguese, however, intere 
him prisoner. The story goes that 
‘in the Cochin harbour, or condemned 
of the Inquisition at Goa in 1653. This _ 
| so infuriated the Syrians that thousands of | 
n solemn conclave at the Coonen Cross at 
in Cochin, and, with one voice, ret 
tothe Church of Rome. This incid 


int epoch in the history of the Malabar 
the defection at the Coonen Cross, the 
split themselves up into two distinct j 
Syrians who adhered to the Church 
Jacobite Syrians, who, severing their 
laced themselves under the spiritual 
Patriarch of Antioch, The fol 





| ever after, to deal with a 


isten 


guese from amongst the different 


To avoid confusion, we shall follow 
ines of each sect separately, 


n the Portuguese first came to India, the 
chiefly in the hands of the Moors, who 

uw liking for the Hindus or Christians, 

f the Portuguese was therefore welcome 


iendship very gladly, as an alliance, 

ormer, gave them splendid oppor 

anc ing Wl ir religious mission, while, from a 
with the latter, they expected ‘not 

t religious interests, but also their 

Inthe work of conversion they 
among elon aaae 





ad dapat Carmelite Pathos 
of the King of Portugal, the first batch of 


ies could not reach the destined field 
urs, Another body of Carmelites, who had 
route, however, succeeded in reaching M 


q 
d Archdeacon George. While expressi 
28s to submit to Rome, the Syrians declin 
place themselves under Archbishop Garcia, S.. 
d succeeded Archbishop Roz, S.J. The 
ed on their being given a non-Jesuit Bish 
9, Father Joseph was appointed Vicar Apo 
he “Sierra of Malabar” without the kno ge 





y of a quarter of a century su 
except for the little quarrels b 
Fathers and the: native ¢ 
, the Archbishop of Goa declined t 
Carmelite Father nominated by tak 
jate Apostolic. ‘But Father Anj 
ic elect, got himself consecrated by 
non, who was supposed to be in commu 
e. The Dutch Government having declined 
to Archbishop Ribeiro, S.J., the nominee of — 
ese King to their dominions, Anjelus ' 
| with jurisdiction over Cochin and Crang: 
pon, the Jesuit Fathers sought shelter in Trav 
| in the territories of the Zamorin. With th 
Cranganir by the Dutch, which struel 
to Portuguese supremacy in the East, 
of the church, seminary and colle 
; disappeared. As the Dutch. 
1s bigoted Papists and uncomp 
of the Jesuit Fathers, who 





native es at the time were mostly igno 
discipline amongst*them was rather lax. 


attempted reforms in this direction, | 
a rupture between the Latin and the 
. The Carmelite Fathers, like the Jesuits, 
overbearing and haughty, and an atten 
tion made by the Pope through them becan 
distasteful to the natives. Serious 
the Carmelites were, therefore, fi 
Pope and the Raja of Travancore by 
etd also insisted that Thomas should be 
ee At this time, the Dutch were all 
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-~priests, caused mueldiscontent 

and, in 1856, &@ large section of 
d to the Catholic ‘Malian Pete Patriarch of | 
Chalda ae This was readily res 


, a large section of the ‘Christians at once oi 
a strong minority questioned his authority, 
the matter to the Pope. Bishop Rocco 
and the Patriarch was warned by, th 


equently, the Patriarch, again acting 
ioe he had independent jurisdiction 
n Syrian church of Malabar, sent out 

3 to Cochin. The arrival of this Bishop. 
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- In ie, the Patriarch having made peace with te 
Pope, Bishop Mellus left India, and submitted to Rome 
in 1889. On the departure of Bishop Mellus, Ave 
Chaldean Syrians chose Anthony Kathanar, otherwise 
knowite ag. Abdeso, as their Archbishop. He is 
said to have been 4 Rome" Syrian priest under the Arch- / 
bishop of Varapuzha,* “Te is also said that he visited 
Syria and Palestine, and received ordination from the 
anti-Roman Patriarch of Babylon. Before his death in 
1900, he ordained Mar Augustine, who, under the title 
of Chorepiscopus, had assisted him in the government 
of the Chaldzan church, and he now presides over the 
‘Chaldzan Syrian churches in the State. 

In 1868, Bishop Marcellinus was appointed Coadjutor 
to the Vicar Apostolic of Varapuzha, and entrusted with 
the spifitual concerns of the Romo-Syrians. On his 
death in 1892, the Romo-Syrians were placed under the 
care of two European Vicars Apostolic, We have seen 
how the Jesuits had made themselves odious to the native 
Christians, and how reluctantly the latter had submitted 
to their rigid discipline. We have seen, too, how the 
Carmelites who replaced them, in spite of their worldly 
Wisdom and conciliatory policy, had theirown occasional — 

“Quarrels and disputes with the ‘native clergy and their 
"congregations. From the time of the revolt at the 
Coonen Cross, and ever afterwards, the Christians had 
nen for Bishops of their own nationality, and made 

requests for the same. For some reason or 
compliance with these requisitions was deferred 
ars. Experience showed that the direct rule of - 
had failed to secure the unanimous 
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Pope was, Rhapever! convinced of the spiritual adherence 
of the native clergy and congregation to Rome. In 
these circumstances, it was thought advisable to give the 
native clergy a fair trial in the matter of local sup: 
Bishops Medlycott and Layigne, S.J. who were the 
Vicars Apostolic of Trichaf and Kottayam, were there- 
¢ withdrawn, and, in 1896,'three fative Syrian priests, 
father John Menacheri, Father Aloysius Pareparambil, 
and Father Mathew Mackil, were consecrated by the 
Papal Delegate as the Vicars Apostolic of Trichur, 
Ernakulam, and Chenganacheri. 
The monopoly of the Indian missions claimed by the 
Portuguese, and the frequent disputes which disturbed 
the peace of the Malabar church, were ended in 1886 by 
the Concordat entered into between Pope Leo XIII and 
the Kihg of Portugal. The Archbishop of Goa was by 
this recognised as the Patriarch of the East Indies with 
the Bishop of Cochin as a suffragan, whose diocgdirin the 
Cochin State-is confined to the seaboard taluk of Cochin. 
The rest of the Latin Catholics of this State, except a 
small section in the Chittir taluk under the Bishop of 
Coimbatore, are under the Archbishop of Varapuzha. 
Since the revolt of the Syrians at the Coonen Cross 
n 4653, the Jacobite Syrians have been governed by 
enative Bishop$ consecrated by Bishops sent by the 
, Patriarch of Antioch, or at least always received and 
peeaind assuch. In exigent circumstances, the native 
‘ishops themselves, before their death, consecrated their 








successors by the imposition of hands, Immediately 


| after the defection, they chose Archdeacon Thomas as 

their spiritual leader. He was thus the first Metran 
_ or native Bishop, having been formally after 
| twelve years of independent rule by, Mar from 
aa with whose ame the revival of J; 
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Malabar is associated. lg pcan. 
Mar Thomas I. He belonged to the family that traced 
its descent from the Pakalomattom family, held in high 
respect and great veneration as one of the Brahman 
families, the members of whichyare supposed to have 
"been converted and ordained :as priests by the apgstle 
himself, Members of the’ same family continued to 
‘hold the Metranship till about the year 1815, when the 
family is supposed to have become extinct. This here- 
ditary succession is supposed by some to be a relic of 
the Nestorian practice. It may, however, be explained 
in another way. The earliest converts were high-caste 
Hindus, amongst. whom an Anandravan (brother or 
nephew) succeeded to the family estates and titles in pur- 
suance of the joint family system as current in Malabar, 
The succession ofa brother or a nephew might, therefore, 
be aaa. * relic of the Hindu custom. The 
Metrans pos: properties. They were, therefore, 
interested in securing the succession of their Anandravans, 
so that their properties might not pass to a different 
family. Mar Thomas I was succeeded by his brother 
Mar Thomas If, on whose death his nephew became 
| Metran under the title of Mar¥Thomas III. He held 
office only for ten days. Mar Thomas IV, who suc-! 
\ ceeded him, presided over the church till 1728. » Thomas 
III and IV are said to have been consecrated by Bishop 
John, a'scholar of great repute, who, with one Bishop 
Basil, came from Antioch in 1685. During the régime 
of Mar IV, and of his nephew Thomas V, Mar 
7 - Gabriel, a Nestorian Bishop, appeared on the scene in 
' 8 He seems to have been a man without any 
as _ he’ proclaimed himself a Nestorian, a 
a Romanist, according as one or the other 
eaters. He had his own friends and 
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Wh ivers among the Syrians, with whose support he 
ruled over 2 few churches im the north till \t731. The 
consecration of Mar Thomas ,V by Mar Thomas IV 
was felt to be invalid, and, to_remedy the defect, the» 
assistancg of the “Dutch Was sought ; but, bging dis- 
“appointed, the* Christians had, recourse to a Jewish 
| merchant named Ezekiel, who undertook to convey 
their message to thé Patriarch of-Antioch. He brought 
from Bassorah one Mar Ivanius, who was a man of * 
fiery temper. He interfered with the images in the 
churches. This led to quarrels with the ‘Metran, and 
he had forthwith to quit the State. Through the 
Dutch authorities at Cochin, a fresh reqiffsition was 
sent to ,the’ Patriarch of Antioch, who sent out 
three Bishops named Basil, John, and Gregory. Their 
arrival caused fresh troubles, owing to the diffictilty 
of paying the large sum claimed by theth'd passage 
money. In 1761, Mar Thomas V, supposed to have 
died in 1765, consecrated his nephew Mar Thomas 
VI. About this time, Gregory consecrated one Kurilos, 
the leader of a faction that resisted the,rule of Thomas 
VI. The disputes and quarrels which followed were 
ended with the flight of Kurilos, who foufided the See 
of Anjoor-in the north of Cochin and became the first 
Bishop of Tholiyur. Through the kind intercession of 
the Maharaja of Travancore, Thomas VI underwent 
formal consecration at the hands of the Bishops from 
Antioch, and took the title of Dionysius I, known also 
as Dionysius the Great. In 1775, the great Carmelite 
father Paoli visited Mar Dionysius, and tried to persuade _ 
him to submit to Rome. It is.said that he agreed to 
the proposal, on condition ‘of i 
Metropolitan of all the Syrians if Malabar, but 
came of it. A few years after this, the 
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Supremacy between the Dutch and the English aad 
ended im the triumph of the latter, who ae a good 
deal of interest in the Syrian Christians, “in 1805, 
the Madras Seat Maat ted Dr. Kerr to study the 
history of the Mala Gls . Io p809, Dr. Buchanan 
visited Mar Dionysius, and brodighed sthe question of 
a union of the Syitian Church with the Church of 
England. The proposal, however; ‘did not find favour 
with the Metropolitan, or his congregation.- Mar"Diony- 
sius died in 1808. Before his death, he had consecrated 
Thdmas Kathanar as Thomas VIII. He died in 1816, 
His successér, Thomas IX, was weak and old, and he 


“was displ&ced by Ittoop Ramban, known as Pulikot 


Diorlysius or Dionysius II, He enjoyed the,confidence 
and good-will of Colonel Munro, the British Resident, 
though whose good offices a seminary had been built 
at Kottayaittin 1813 for the education of Syrian youths, 


“He died in’ 1818. Philixenos, who had succeeded 


Kurilos as Bishop of Tholiyur, now consecratéd Punna- 
thara Dionysius, or Dionysius III, 

We have now to refer to an important incident in the 
history of the Jacobite Syrians. Through the influence 
of the British Resident, and in the hope of effecting the 
union proposed by Dr. Buchanan, the Church Mission 
Society commenced their labours in 1816. The English 
Missionaries began their work under favourable circum- 
stances, and the most cordial relations existed between 
the Syrians and the missionaries for some years, so much 
so that the latter frequently visite1 the Syrian churches, 
and even preached sermons, On the death of Dionysius 
Til in oad or as G a 1827, Cheppat Dionysius 

ay a xenos again, succeeded as 
ens eal Piitle of Dionysius IV. During 


his. aria up among the Syrians a party, 
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was most opportune, 
out for a proper man, er is 


iat 


_ in 1843 as Mek of Malankara 
- of Mathew Anastatius, and advanced 
headship of the Church, but Mar. 
i him, and sent an appeal to the Patriarch 
_-which he denounced Mathew as one 
| this sympathies with the Protes 
this, the Patriarch sent out one 
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ordered the Bishop to quit the country, an appeal was 
preferred to the Court of Directors, who insisted on a 
policy of non-interference. This bestirred Mar Cyril, 
who reappeared on the scene, and fanned the flame 
of discord. Being ordered to leave Mar Athanasius 
unmolested, he and his friends sent one Joseph to 
Antioch, who returned with fresh credentials in 1866, 
assumed the title of Dionysius V, claimed the office of 
Metropolitan, and applied to the Travancore Govern- 
ment for assistance. Adopting a policy of non-inter- 
ference, the darbar referred him to the Law Courts, in 
case he could not come to terms with Mar Athanasius. 
The Patriarch of Antioch himself visited Cochin and 
Travancore in 1874, and presided over a Synod which 
met at Mulanthurutha in the Cochin State. Resolutions 
affirming the supremacy of Antioch, recognising Mar 
Dionysius as the accredited Metropolitan of Malabar, 
and condemning Mathew Athanasius as a schismatic, 
were passed by the members of the assembly, aad the 
Patriarch returned to Mardin in 1876, This, however, 
did not mend matters, and the two parties launched 
themselves into a protracted law suit in 1879, which 
ended in favour of Mar Dionysius in 1889. Mar 
Athanasius, who had taken up an indepefident position, 
died in 1875, and his cousin, whom he had consecrated, 
succeeded as Metropolitan under the title of Mar Thomas 

tatius. He died in 1893, and Titus Mar Thoma, 


- consecrated likewise by his predecessor, presides over 
the Reformed Party of Jacobite Syrians, who prefer to 
be called St. Thomas’ Syrians. We have thus traced the 


history of the Jacobite Syrians from 1653, and shown 
how they separated themselves into two parties, now 


_ represented by the Jacobite Syrians under Mar Diony- 
__sius, owing allegiance to the Patriarch of Antioch, and _ 
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the Reformed Syrians or St. Thomas’ Syrians owning 
Titus Mar Thoma as their supreme spiritual head. 
Thus, while the Jacobite Syrians have accepted and 
acknowledged the ecclesiastical supremacy of the Patri- 
arch of Antioch, the St. Thomas' Syrians, maintaining 
that the Jacobite creed was introduced into Malabar 
only in the seventeenth century after a section of the 
church had shaken off the Roman supremacy, uphold 
the ecclesiastical autonomy of the church, whereby the 
supreme control of the spiritual and temporal affairs 
of the church is declared to be in the hands of the 
Metropolitan of Malabar. The St. Thomas’ Syri- 
ans hold that the consecration of a Bishop by, or with 
the sanction of the Patriarch of Babylon, Alexandria or 
Antioch, gives no more validity or sanctity to that 
office than consecration by the Metropolitan of Mala- 
bar, the supreme head of the church in Malabar, 
© inasmuch as this church is as ancient and apostolic 
As any other, being founded by the apostle St. Thomas; 
while the Jacobites hold that the consecration of a 
Bishop is not valid, unless it be done with the sanc- 
tion of their Patriarch. The St. Thomas’ Syrians have, 
showever, no objection to receiving consecration from 
the head of any other episcopal apostolic church, but 
they consider that such consecrations do not in any way 
subject their @hurch to the supremacy of that prelate 
or church. 

Both the Latins and the Romo-Syrians use the 
liturgy of the Church of Rome, the former using the 
Latin, and the latter the Syriac language. It is believed 
by some that the Christians of St. Thomas formerly used 
the liturgy of St. Adzus, East Syrian, Edessa, but that 
‘it was almost completely assimilated to the Roman 


ike liturgy by “ie tania Jesuits at the Synod ae | 
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in 1599. The Chaldaan Syrians also use the Roman 
liturgy, with the following points of difference in practice, 
communicated to me by their present ecclesiastical 
head :—(1) They perform marriage ceremonies on 
” Sundays, instead of week days as the Romo-Syrians do. 
(2) While reading the Gospel, their priests turn to the 
congregation, whereas the Romo-Syrian priests turn 
to the altar. (3) Their priests bless the congregation 
in the middle of the mass, a practice not in vogue 
among the Romo-Syrians. (4) They use two kinds of 
consecrated oil in baptism, which does away with the 
necessity of confirmation. The Romo-Syrians, on the 
other hand, use only one kind of oil, and hence they 
have to be subsequently confirmed by one of their 
Bishops. 
The liturgy used by the Jacobite Syrians and the 
St, Thomas’ Syrians is the same, viz., that of St. James, 
The St. Thomas’ Syrians have, however, made some 
changes by deleting certain passages from “it. [A 
recent writer observes that “a service which I attended 
at the quaint old Syrian church at Kottayam, which 
glories in the possession of one of the three ancient 
stone crosses in India, closely resembled, as far as my 
memory serves me, one which I attended many years 
ago at Antioch, except that the non-sacramental'portions 
of the mass were read in Malayalam instead of in Arabic, 
the sacramental words alone being in both cases spoken 
in\the ancient Syriac tongue.] In regard to doctrine and 
practice, the following points may be noted :—(1) While 
the Jacobite Syrians look upon the Holy Bible as the 
main authority in matters of doctrine, practice, and ritual, 
they do not allow the Bible to be interpreted except with 
the help of the traditions of the church, the writings of 
_ the early Fathers, and the decrees of the Holy Synods, 
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| of the Virgin Mary and the Saints in divine wo 
pilgrimages, and of confessing sins to, and 
_ absolution from priests, the St. Thomas’ Syrians 
these and similar practices as unscriptural, tending 
to the edification of believers, but to the drawing a 
of the minds of believers from the vital and real 
truths of the Christian Revelation. (3) While the 
_ Jacobites administer the Lord's Supper to the laity a 
the non-celebrating clergy in the form of conse 
bread dipped in consecrated wine, and regard it a sin 
administer the elements separately after having unit 
them in token of Christ's resurrection, the St. Thomas’ — 
admit the laity to both the elements afterthe act — 
of uniting them. (4) While the Jacobite Syrians alloy 
marriage ceremonies on Sundays, on the plea that, being 
of the nature of a sacrament, they ought to be celebrated 
; on Sundays, and that Christ himself had taken pa 
festival on the Sabbath day, the ‘St. 
prohibit such celebrations on Sundays as ur 
the Sabbath being set apart for rest and reli; 
t (5) While the Jacobites believe that 


























priests of the St. Thomas’ Syrian party are — 

to contract such marriages without forfeiture of - 

priestly rights. (9) The Jacobite Syrians |believe in 

eae of infant baptism, and acknowledge baptismal 

regeneration, while the St. Thomas’ Syrians, who also 

Pieptiee infants, deny the doctrine of regeneration in bap- 
-_tism, and regard the ceremony as a mere external sign 

& of admission to church communion. (10) The pre 
observe special fasts, and abstain from certain articles of 

| food during such fasts, while the St. Thomas’ Syrians — 

a the practice as superstitious. 

Le The Jacobite Syrian priests are not paid any fixed 

salary, but are supported by voluntary contributions in. 
‘the shape of fees for baptism, marriages, funerals, etc. 

The Romo-Syrian and Latin priests are paid fited sala- | 

ties, besides the above perquisites. The Syrian priests 

_ are called Kathanars, while the Latin priests go by the 

r name of Padres. For the Jacobite Syrians, the morone 

I. or holy oil required for baptism, consecration of. chicken | 

dination of priests, etc., has to be obtained from 
bh. The churches under Rome get it from 
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- of their having been Christians for centuries together, — 
they still retain the traditions of their Hindu forefathers. 
Tt may sound very strange, but it is none the less true, 
that caste prejudices which influence their Hindu brethren _ 
in all social and domestic relations obtain to some extent 
among some sections of the Syrian Christians, but, with 
the spread of a better knowledge of the teachings of 
Christ, the progress of English education, and contact 
with European Christians, caste observances are gradu- 
ally dying out. The following relics of old customs may, 
however, be noted — 

(1) Some Christians make offerings to Hindu 
temples with as much reverence as they do in their 
own churches. 

Some non-Brahman Hindus likewise make offer- 
ings to Christian churches, 

(2) Some sections of Syrians have faith in horo- 
‘scopes, and get them cast for new-born babies, just as 


Hindus do. 
(3) On the wedding day, the bridegroom ties round 


the neck of the bride a tli (small ornament made of 
gold). This custom is prevalent among all classes of — 
Native Christians. On the death of their husbands, 
some even remove the tli to indicate widowhood, as is 
the custom among the Brahmans. 

(4) When a person dies, his or her children, if 
_ any, and near relatives, observe pula (death pollution) 
for a period. ranging from ten to fifteen days. The 
‘ imposes abstinence from animal food. The 
with a religious ceremony in the church, with 
friends and relatives in the house, and feeding 
ing to one’s means. Sradha, or anniver- 
the soul of the dead, is performed _ 
church and feasts in the house, 
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when presents of small coins are made to cl in| 


The ceremony of first feeding a child with wen ; 
yam or chdrinu of the Hindus) is celebrated 
y in the sixth month after birth. Parents often 
vows to have the ceremony done in a particular 
as Hindu parents take their children to particular _ 
in fulfilment of special vows. 
(8) The Syrians do not admit within their premises 
tes, e.g., Pulayans, Paraiyans, etc., even after the 
n of the latter to Christianity. They enforce — 
n distance pollution, though not quite to the same 
as Malayali Hindus do. Tluvans are allowed 
ion to their houses, but are not allowed to cook 
meals. In some parts, they are not even allowed 
enter the houses of Syrians. 
_ There are no intermarriages between Syrians of 
is denominations and Latin Catholics, | 


exceptional circumstances,a Romo-Syrian c 
t F citcits ant diatuinenghga u 





iy we ave aliestiy referred to the privileges gr: 
“wei Syrians byte Hindu kings in early times. Th 
only occupied a very high position in the social seal 

/ ‘Dut also enjoyed at different times the rare distinction 
of forming a section of the body-guard of the king 

the militia of the country, Education has of late 

“great progress among them. The public service | 
| now been thrown open to them, so that those who hi 
| had the benefit of higher education now hold some of 


the important posts in the State, In enterprises o 
, they are considerably ahead of their Hindu 


The following additional information is conti 
of Malabar. “The men are to be di 
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a by their tali, which has 21 beads A ge set in the 
form *of across. Their churches are ugly rectangular 

| buildings with flat or arched wooden roofs and white- 
washed facades. They have no spire, but the chancel, 
which is at the east end, is usually somewhat higher than 
the nave. Between the chancel and the body of the 
church is a curtain, which is drawn while the priest 

_consecrates the elements at the mass, Right and left 
of the chancel are two rooms, the vestry and the 
sacristy. At the west end is a gallery, in which the 
unmarried priests sometimes live. Most churches con- 
tain three altars, one in the chancel, and the other two 
at its western ends on each side. There are no images 
‘in Jacobite or Reformed churches, but there are some- 
times pictures. Crucifixes are placed on the altars, and 
in other parts of the churches, The clergy and men of 
influence are buried in the nave just outside the chancel. 
The Syrian Bishops are called Metrans. They are celi- 
bates, and live on the contributions of their Churches, 
They wear purple robes and black silk cowls figured with 
golden crosses, a big gold cross round the neck, and a 
ring on the fourth finger of the right hand. Bishops are 
nominated by their predecessors from the body of Ram- 
bans, who are men selected by priests and elders in 

advance to fill the Episcopate. Metrans are buried in 

' their robes in a sitting posture. Their priests are called 

» Cattanars, They should strictly pass through the seven _ 

ny ee of ostiary, reader, exorcist, acolyte, sub-deacon 
and deacon before becoming priests; but the first threes 

| offices practically no longer exist. The priestly office i 
| often hereditary, descending by the marumakkattayam — 

system (inheritance in the female line), Jacobite Faas | 

Thomas’ Syrian priests are paid by contri 

1 . fees at weddings, and he 
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y consists of white trousers, and a kind of 

© long white shirt with*short sleeves anda flap banging 

down behind, supposed to be in the form of a cross. 

Over this the Jacobites now wear a black coat. Priests _ 
are allowed to marry, except in the Romo-Syrian com- 

munity ; but, among the Jacobites, a priest may not marry — 

after he has once been ordained, nor may he re-marry or — 
marry a widow. Malpans, or teachers, are the heads of 
the religious colleges, where priests are trained. Jaco- 

_ bites also now shave clean, while other Syrian priests — 
_ wear the tonsure, Every church has not more than four 
Kaikkars or churchwardens, who are elected from the 
body of parishioners. They are the trustees of the 
church property, and, with the priest, constitute a disci- 
plinary body, which exercises considerable powers in 
Teligious and social matters over the members of the 
congregation. The Romo-Syrians follow the doctrines 
and ritual of the Roman Catholics, but they use a. Syriac 
version* of the Latin liturgy. Jacobites and St. Thomas’ 
Christians use the Syriac liturgy of St. James, Few 
even of the priests understand Syriac, and, in the 
Reformed Syrian churches, a Malayalam translation of 
|* the Syriac liturgy has now been generally adopted. The 
j Jacobites say masses for the dead, but do not believe in 
fe ory; they invoke the Virgin Mary, venerate the 
and relics of saints ; they recognise only three sacra- 
ptism, marriage (which they always celebrate 

) and the mass; they prescribe auricular — 

fore mass, and at the mass administer the 
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¢lithes and money. He is accompanied by a bestmnan, 2 
usually his sister's husband, who brings the wali. After 
mass, a tithe (pathuvaram) of the bride's dowry i is paid 
to the,church as the marriage fee, a further fee to the 
priest (kaikasturi), and a fee called kaimuttupanam for 
the bishop. The marriage service is then read, and, at 
its conclusion, the bridegroom ties the tali round the 
bride’s neck with threads taken from her veil, making a 
Special kind of knot, while the priest holds the tali in 
front, The priest and the bridegroom then put a veil 


_ (mantravadi) over the bride's head. The tali should not 
_ be removed so long as the girl is married, and should be 


buried with her. The veil should also be kept for her 
funeral. The bridal party returns home in state, special 
umbrellas being held over the bride and bridegroom, 
At the gate they are met by the bride's sister carrying 
a lighted lamp, and she washes the bridegroom's feet. 
The married couple then go to the pandal, where they 
are ceremonially fed with sweets and plantains by the 
priest and by representatives of their two families, to the 
accompaniment of the women’s kurava (cry), and in the 
presence of the guests, who are seated in order of prece- 
dence, the chief persons having seats of honourscovered 
with black rugs and white cloths (vellayum karimbada- 
vum), traditionally a regal honour. The bride and bride- 


i ee are then led into the house by the bestman and 
bride's 


uncle, the bride being careful to enter it right foot — 
| first; and the guests are feasted in order of rank. Itisa_ 
peta custom of the Syrian Christians at these feasts 


| oe up the ends of the plantain leaves which serve _ 
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| limo pie late. Until the 
| following Wednesday, the fare sor Bodin <3 
ym in the bridal chamber, the bride 
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another room. On Wednesday evening comes | 







ceremony called nalam kuli, or fourth day bath. The | 
bridegroom and the bestman, who are in the bridal 
chamber, lock the door ; the bride’s mother knocks and 


“begs the bridegroom to come out, which he at last does 


after she has sung a song (vathilturapattu) celebrating 
the attractions and virtues of the bride. The. bride- 
groom and bride then bathe, dress in new clothes, and 
go to the pandal, where they perform paradakshinams 
round a lighted lamp, and the bridegroom gives cloths 
to the bride's uncle, mother, and grand-parents. The 
married couple are then escorted to the bridal chamber, 
which has in the interval been cleaned and prepared for 
them, The next morning they have to go to the bride- 
groom's or bride's house as the case may be, and there 
eat together and go through a ceremonial similar to that 
which they performed on the wedding day in the other 
house, This concludes the marriage ceremonies, but on 
Sunday the bridegroom and bride should attend mass 
together in the bride's parish church if they were mar- 
tied in the bridegroom's, and vice versd, Amongst the 
Southern Jacobites, the ceremonies are very similar, 
but the dowry is not paid till the marriage day, or till the 
girl's first’confinement, Half the pathuvaram is paid 
to the priest instead of a kaikasturi, and the bridegroom 
puts a ring on the bride’s finger during the marriage 
service, After the church service, the couple go to the 
bridegroom’s house, where they are fed ceremonially by 


the bride's mother, and the subsequent feast is at the 
= expense of the bride’s people. On Monday morning, the 


is ceremonially*fed by the bride!s»mother 


A ‘in the bridal chamber (manavalan chéru), and in the 


is a ceremony called manavalan tazhuk- 
ihe bride and bridegroom are embraced in — 


sa ne feast, called kudivirunnu, Teck y 
oom to the bride's people, followed by a‘ 


ad the Reformed ‘sect, the marriage ceremonies have 


A 


trace of Hindu ritual; they do not celebrate wed- 


eda for each of the dead man's iar 
a cloth to serve as a shroud. Before iethy 
d into the grave, holy oil is poured into the e 
and ears, The mourners are under al 
fast till the day of the second funeral or an 
fication), and till then masses should be said. 
the dead. ‘The pula kuli is celebrated usually on 
Se but may be deferred till the 15th, paw s 
mes to the 41st. The mourners 
are sung and prayers offered. 














Syrian 

into several groups much opposed to each « 
x 9 excellent address presented to me they said 
' this was the occasion which, for the first time after 


i cee | 


_ of separation, witnessed the spectacle of all the di ae 
sects of their community, following divergent afticles _ 
of faith, sinking for once their religious differences to do 
___ honour to their friend.” .) 
he Some years ago, the wife of a District» + Judge 0 
bs Calicut asked the pupils of a school how long they ha 
“been Christians. “We were,” came the crushing iy 
" “Christians when you English were worshipping Druids, 
and stained with woad.” More recently, the master at 
acollege i in Madras called on all -Native Christians ij in 
his class to stand up. Noticing that one boy remained _ 
“seated, he called on him for an explanation, when the 
youth explained that he was a Syrian Christian, and not 
a Native Christian. 
It is noted by the Rev. W. J. Richards that “at ‘the 
‘very time that our King John was pulling out Jews’ 
La ‘teeth to make them surrender their treasures, Hindu 
princes were protecting Jewish and Christian subjectaa 
g Shore had been honoured by Royal grants for 












riliant red hair, whose father had x 
> produced hgfore ag “gs 






currir a changed form, among 
the following may be cited :— 
_ Abraham, Abragam. 
. © Joshua, Koshi. 
Peter, Puthrés, Ittiyerah, Ite. 
Paul, Powlos. 
* John, Yohan, Sonanan, Chona. a 
| __ Titus, Tetos. ryt 
heey. atthew, Mathai, Mat! a 
ke hilip, Philippos, Papi, Eippe, Eapen. 
> » Thomas, Thoma, Thommi, Thommen. 4 
ie Joseph, Ouseph. 
Jacob, Yacob, Chako 
Alexander, Chandi, 
‘e Samuel, Chamuel. 
Mary, Maria, Mariam. 
Sarah, Sara. 
. Susannah, Sosa. - 
: Rebecca, Rabka, Raca. 
i Elizabeth, Elspeth, Elia, Elacha. a 
4 Rachael, Rachi, Raghael, Chacha. : | 
_ Syrian Christians take the name of their father, eee 
own name, and that of their residence. Whence ari: 
"such names as Edazayhikkal Mathoo Philippos, Kun- 
























Canter Visscher, in the middle of the eighteenth century, 
writes that the St. Thomas’ Christians “keep very strict 
genealogical records, and they will neither marry nor in 
any way intermingle with the new low-caste Christians, 
being themselves mostly Castade Naiross, that is, nobi- 
lity of the Nayar caste, in token of which they generally 
carry a sword in the hand, as a mark of dignity.” 

It is stated by E, Petersen and F. V. Luschan* that — 
“ probably a single people originally occupied the greater 
part of Asia Minor. They are still represented as a 
_ compact group by the Armenians. The type resembles 
the Dissentis type of His and Riitimeyer; the head 

4 _ extremely shortand high, stature moderate, skin dark, 

_ eyes dark, and hair dark and smooth. It extends through - 

ase e S. half of Asia Minor, N.E. to the Caucasus, and 

: e Euphrates. The Tachtadschy people, 
a without serious mixture with other 
Hla closely like the Armenians,” 


aay of Armenians i§ given by E. 


" Je Caucase, IV, 1887. 
‘Melyas, und Kibyratis, 11, 1889. 


ie _It may be noted that, in his ‘ Letters from’ Malabar,’ 
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